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Less than a week after all eyes turned to Washington for President Obama’s Inauguration, another historic transition took place at the 
Volunteer Referral Center.

Nancy Carr, beloved founder and leader of VRC for almost 20 years, smoothly passed the presidential torch to fellow board member, 
Elaine Orr.

Not surprisingly, the two have much in common. Volunteering is a way of life for both. Each enthusiastically lends their energy, exper-
tise and vision to several non-profit organizations - especially the VRC.   Thank you, Nancy, for your excellent leadership and welcome, 
Elaine, as you continue her legacy and lead us forward!

After 19 ½ years I have retired as President of the Volunteer 
Referral Center, surprising my husband who had declared 
that I was aiming to be “President for Life”. I must admit I have 
enjoyed every minute of these past years.   As I pass the torch, 
I know the organization will be in good hands with our new 
President, Elaine Orr.  Her ideas and plans promise to bring 
new energy and excitement to the Center.  With increasing 
unemployment and so many people looking to do something 
while looking for jobs, the VRC will become 
an even more important resource in the 
community.
 
I thank all of you who have supported the 
VRC through the years.  I don’t know what 
the Center would have done without such 
loyal friends.  Thank you.  I hope you will 
continue to support us.

The Board and Staff of the VRC are the best!  
I thank each and every one of you for all you 
do and have done for the agency and for 
me.  Your support and friendship are very 
important to me.

I urge all of you to do some volunteer work 
as volunteering is one of the most reward-
ing activities there is and besides, it makes 
you feel good!  Remember, the Volunteer 
Referral Center will help you find the perfect 
job.
 
With Best Regards,
Nancy Carr

It is an honor to be the new President of the Volunteer Referral 
Center and continue in the extraordinary, highly-regarded path 
of our past President, Nancy Carr, well-known  for her volun-
teer work in many NYC organizations. Nancy has led VRC from 
a neighborhood cause to the well-respected, valuable organi-
zation of today that serves individuals who wish to volunteer 
as well as the non-profit agencies we represent.  She is the 
reason I first became involved with VRC.

In 2004 I moved to NYC from rural Pennsyl-
vania where I was busy as a mother, a vol-
unteer, and an employee, first as a chemist 
for the GE Space Center in Philadelphia 
and later as a co-owner of a telecommuni-
cations company.  Life situations change 
and I started out for a new adventure with 
my dog, two turtles, a bed and my
computer.  

Being new to NYC, I wanted to get involved 
and meet people.  I came to VRC to find a 
volunteer position and after talking with 
Nancy I joined the VRC volunteer staff as an 
evening interviewer.  Nancy made me feel 
like a valued part of a wonderful organiza-
tion.  I soon began to visit non-profit agen-
cies to become more familiar with their 
missions and to re-emphasize our service 
to them.  I have met so many wonderful 
people - those who have benefited from 
our referral service, those who work at non-
profit agencies, and those who are part of 
the Volunteer Referral Center.  

Life in NYC has become quite full and 
rewarding.  Learning about volunteer opportunities through 
the VRC has also led me to volunteer at other organizations in-
cluding the Central Park Zoo, the American Museum of Natural 
History, and Mt. Sinai Medical Center. 

My new challenge begins this year at the VRC.  I plan to con-
tinue the work of Nancy and the dedicated Board and staff, to 
evaluate our effectiveness, and to implement plans to increase 
our ability to serve our community.  

Thank you for this opportunity.
Elaine Orr

VRC’s terrific transition team:
Nancy Carr (l) and Elaine Orr (r)

 The President’s Column Dear Friends

“I have to say meeting Nancy and becoming in-
volved with the VRC, its volunteers and board 
members was one of the best things I did when 
I moved to New York City. I volunteered, learned 
about my new community and made some won-
derful friends - a great beginning for a newcomer 
to “the big apple.”
 
Arline Brown, VRC board member



VRC to Capitalize on Obama’s Call to Service
Young Professionals Committee is Re-launched for ‘09

The VRC is excited to announce that the Young Profession-
als Committee (YPC) is back in action! We’ve added a new 
volunteer to our ranks, Nicole Friedman, who is coordinating 

the re-launch of the YPC. 
In a recent e-mail to YPC 
members, Nicole wrote: 
“We are looking forward 
to an era of renewed spirit 
in community-building 
and volunteerism, and the 
VRC and the Young Profes-
sionals Committee are 
the perfect resources for 
you, your friends, family 
members, and colleagues 
to keep up-to-date on 
volunteer activities and 
networking events in your 
community.  In the coming 
months, we will be sched-
uling a number of events 
to celebrate the re-launch 
of our Young Profes-
sionals Committee and 
bring together groups of 
volunteers to pitch in for 

a variety of causes around New York City. These activities will 
be fun and meaningful ways to give back to your community, 
meet new people, and help fulfill the call to service set forth by 
President Obama. With your help, we will make 2009 the most 
successful year yet for the Young Professionals Committee 
and the causes we care about!” Spring 2009 will be all about 
focusing on forming a  steering committee, reconnecting with 
past volunteers, recruiting new members through events and 
online social networking, and increasing young people’s direct 
involvement in the VRC. The YPC will help us foster the spirit of 
volunteerism that will carry VRC’s commitment to service into 
the future, and beyond. We can’t wait to get work!

VRC invites you to join us
 at our spring benefit 

Wednesday, April 15 
8:00 PM

CHASING MANET
A World Premiere by Tina Howe

Directed by Michael Wilson
Featuring Jane Alexander and Lynn Cohen

A rebellious painter from a distinguished family in
Boston (Alexander) and an ebullient Jewish woman 
with a huge adoring family (Cohen) form an unlikely 
bond.  Inside the confining walls of the Mount Airy 

Nursing Home, the two plot an escape to Paris aboard 
the QE2.  Can they pull it off?  The tension and comedy 

grow as they struggle to take wing for the last time.

Presented by
Primary Stages 

at 59E59Theaters

BUY A TICKET
SUPPORT VRC

For tickets call
212 889-4805

If January trends continue, 2009 will be a big year for vol-
unteering and the VRC.  Whether a result of the economy or 
President Obama’s call to action - or both - interviews are up 
30% over the same period last year.  As we go to press, Febru-
ary promises to show an even greater increase and demand 
for VRC services.

Nicole Friedman,
Young Professionals Committee 
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE—VOLUNTEER!

Call 212-889-4805 for an appointment
Or visit our website at www.volunteer-referral.org 

Mr. Norman Abbott
Mr. and Mrs. Wilder Abbott
Mr. and Mrs. George Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Allen
Ms. Sally Ardrey
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Auslander
Mrs. Jane Bannerman
Mr. Theodore Barba
Mrs. Sandra Barz
Mrs. Emily Beer
Mrs. Barbara Belknap
Mr. Serge Benchetrit
Mrs. Nancy Biddle
Ms. Kathy Bierman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bloom
Mrs. Agnes Bogart
Mrs. Marcia Borger
Mr. and Mrs. David Boston
Mrs. Adele Bowler
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Bradt
Dr. and Mrs. Herbert Breger
Mrs. Arline Brown
Mrs. Jane Bryan
Mrs. Jane Burton
Mrs. Lydia Campbell
Ms. Jackie Carr and Mr. Richard Lonoff
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Carr
Mr. Thomas Cerabino
Ms. Suzannah Chandler
Mr. Edward Chapin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Cheney
Mrs. Anne Cliadakis
Ms. Brienne Cliadakis and Mr. Alex Gadea
Mr. Allen Compagno
Mr. and Mrs. John D’Alimonte
Ms. Karen Davidson
Ms. Sheila Davidson
Ms. Catherine Douglass
Mr. and Mrs. Wolcott B. Dunham Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Ecker
Mr. and Mrs. John Elson
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Farley
Mr. Matthew Feldman
Ms. Veronique Firkusny-Callegari
Dr. Estelle Bender and
Mr. Richard Fishbein
Mrs. Marcia Fowle
Ms. Marcia Fox
Mrs. Mary Ann Fribourg
Mrs. Helen Gaffney
Mr. Alan Gage
Mrs. Charles Garbarini
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Gartner
Mr. Bruce Gelb
Ms. Maryann Giarratano
Ms. Patricia Girardi
Mr. Carl Goldman
Mr. and Mrs. Ely Goldsmith
Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Gordon

Mrs. Ann Gorycki
Ms. Christine Greco
Ms. Deborah Green
Mrs. Leonard Greif
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Greif
Mr. Matthew Greif
Dr. and Mrs. Roger Greif
Mr. Dan Grossman
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Groves
Mrs. Elizabeth Guiher
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Handal
Dr. John Heckenlively
Ms. Marlene Hochman
Mr. and Mrs. Raphael Hodgson
Mr. Charles Hollerith
Mr. and Mrs. Lesley Hoopes
Mrs. Katherine Hurd
Mr. Francis Iglehart
Ms. Ann Jacobs
Mr. and Mrs. James Jacobson
Ms. Sarita Gupta
Mrs. Katherine Kahan
Mr. Lawrence Kamin
Mr. Paul Katcher
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Kaufman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Keim
Mrs. Florence Kelly
Mrs. Diane Kelly
Mr. Steven Klein
Ms. Lisa Kohn
Mrs. Silvia Koner
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Koszalka
Ms. Jane Kronholtz
Mr. Thomas Krouwer
Ms. Susann Kelly Kurz
Mrs. Wilma Kurzner
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lambert
Mrs. Rose Lansbury
Mr. and Mrs. Nat Lazar
Ms. Tonya Leary
Dr. Carol M. Lee
Ms. Katharine Legg
Mrs. Lee Leggett
Hon. and Mrs. Peter Leisure
Drs. Munro and Susan Levitzky
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Levy
Dr. and Mrs. Theodore Lieberman
Ms. Sigrid Lindo
Mr. and Mrs. Hilary Lipsitz
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Livingston
Mrs. Muriel Lloyd
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Loeb
Mr. Vincent Love
Ms. Gena Lovett
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Low
Ms. Jeanne Luboja
Mrs. Rose P. Lynch
Mr. James Manges
Ms. Lorraine Marchi-Fastie

Mrs. Mary Markham
Hon. and Mrs. Jerome Marks
Mr. and Mrs. James Marshall
Mrs. Joan Martens
Ms. Marjorie Martin
Mr. and Mrs. David May
Mr. Glenn Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen McCandless
Mrs. Jeanne McCracken
Ms. Josephine McFadden
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Menton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. S. Warren Metcalf
Mrs. Payne Middleton
Mr. and Mrs. David Mitchell
Ms. Jacqueline Mosca
Mr. C. Warren Moses
Mr. Philippe Mueller
Mr. Paul Murphy
Ms. Neva Murphy
Ms. Megan Newman
Dr. Kenneth Noble
Ms. Nora Ann Wallace and
Mr. Jack H. Nusbaum
Mr. Timothy O’Connor
Ms. Elaine Orr
Mrs. Jessie Palmer
Mrs. Kathleen Parker
Ms. Christine Pascarella
Dr. and Mrs. Russel Patterson.
Mrs. Margaret Peacock
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Pearson
Mr. Roswell Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pershan
Ms. Julia Pershan and Mr. Jonathan
Z. Cohen
Mrs. George Pinter
Mrs. Josephine Polito-Spencer
Mr. Richard Posen
Mrs. David Prager
Ms. Shirlee Prescott
Ms. Laura Reid
Mrs. Regina Rheinstein
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Rice
Mrs. Selma Rosen
Mrs. Elaine Rosenthal
Dr. and Mrs. James Ruppel
Dr. and Mrs. John Sarno
Dr. and Mrs. Lewis Schachne
Ms. Renata Schaefer
Ms. Idoline Scheerer
Mrs. Helga Schleisser
Mr. Anthony Schlesinger
Ms. Mary Schlosser
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Schneiderman
Mr. and Mrs. George Selden
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Shuman
Dr. Robert Silver
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Sloane
Mr. and Mrs. David Smalley

In response to our 2007-08 Annual Appeal, our Fall 2007 Benefit (Dividing the Estate) and our Spring 2008 Benefit (Abyssinian 200) many
people supported VRC. We at VRC are very grateful for all these donations. Thank you!

Drs. Barry and Jean Smith
Mrs. Sarah Ross Soter
Mrs. Phoebe Stanton
Dr. Richard Stock
Mr. Howard Stoner
Ms. Noreene Storrie and
Mr. Wesley McCain
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Stubbs
Ms. Anne Teicher
Mr. and Mrs. James Ternes
Ms. Ann Thayer
Ms. Debra Venable
Mr. Jack Vensel
Ms. Helene Victor
Mrs. Mary Warren
Dr. and Mrs. Floyd Warren
Ms. Lynn Warshow
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Weil 
Dr. Mary White
Ms. Gertrude Wilmers
Mrs. Eleanor Winthrop
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic Withington
Mr. Andrew Woodworth
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Worth
Mr. and Mrs. John Young
Mr. and Mrs. Rafael Zaklad
Ms. Andrea Zellan

Individual Contributions

Foundation Contributions
The VRC greatly appreciates the
support of the foundations and
organizations that help sustain us. The
foundations that supported us include:

St. James’ Church
Marble Collegiate Church
Louise and Anne Abrons
Foundation, Inc.
Robert R. Wilson Fund
Metzger-Price Fund, Inc.
The Carbetz Foundation, Inc.
Lawrence M. Gelb Foundation, Inc.

To make a donation to VRC,
please make your check payable to:
Volunteer Referral Center, 161
Madison Ave. Suite 5SW,
New York, NY 10016. Or visit
www.volunteer-referral.org/donations
to learn more about donating to VRC.

 Young Professionals Committee

Volunteerism on the Rise


